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Hello Friends: 

Just imagine it...   
Imagine a bus filled with art and artists, travelling Lunenburg County, stopping in small communities, 

schools, and seniors’ complexes, bringing the joy of creativity to people who may never have stepped 
inside an Art Gallery, or who can’t get to one now. This is just one of the programs that we’re planning.  
 

Please settle in to read more about the great things we’re imagining for this year and in the future.  

Our ambitions are great. We’re seeking your support, fellow Art Lovers and Supporters, to help us 
achieve our exciting goals. 
 
We are the Lunenburg Art Gallery Society, with roots as far back as 1972, and 185 members strong. 
You’ve likely heard of us or maybe were/are a member or supporter. We operated our art gallery until 
2017 on Pelham Street in Lunenburg; 2018 was our first season at 194B Lincoln Street. (Kudos to 
members who planned and executed the move and extensive renovations.) The gallery has presented 

art exhibits for decades, and we continue to 
welcome three guest artists most months 
from April to October.  
 
See our exhibition lineup for 2019 at 
www.lunenburgartgallery.com. 
 
We also present monthly members’ shows. To 
me, these are the more noteworthy. Why? 
About fifty-five individual member artists 

display their art each month in the Members’ Gallery. Most are not professional artists. A painting or 
photograph or sculpture in the Members’ Gallery may be the first work that person ever displayed. It’s a 
big deal, I can tell you from personal experience, a debut performance. We do not jury members’ art; we 
welcome all skill levels. This is a very important feature of a community (non-profit) gallery. Perhaps 
you’ve heard some artists described as “emerging?” Ours is one of few galleries where any artist is 
welcomed to emerge on the art stage. 
 
 

“As an athlete my entire life, I had to reinvent myself after I suffered a stroke in 2009. On the 9th 
anniversary of my stroke I submitted my first acrylic painting to the gallery. All members were so 
welcoming and full of encouragement. I felt blessed to become a new member of LAGS, where I 
found my way to a new love and appreciation of the arts.” - Jen Schurr 



This year, we’re adding a new Student membership category to encourage young artists (beginning, 
budding, emerging, exploring, maturing) to exhibit their art in our bright gallery on the same wall as 

everyone else. Just imagine their creative energy in our midst. While we all dream of sales, we know 

the experience of preparing and showing art in a supportive environment is an important step in 
“emerging”. Feedback is valuable. Sales come later. 

 
“Established” artists also belong; they’ve 
had impressive careers in the visual arts, 
and continue to share their work with the 
community via our Gallery. Some are in 
their eighties. We love their creative 
energy, too. Curious, isn’t it, how you 
cannot tell the age of an artist by looking 
at their work? 
 
Who do we serve? Our 185 emerging, 
established, and supporting members. 
Art buyers who spend thousands of dollars with us. Anyone who likes to see a variety of art well-
displayed in a professional gallery can drop in between March and October and enjoy it. And we’re 
working this year to become a destination for HRM residents and visitors. We want our Lunenburg 
County neighbours in other towns, villages and hamlets to see our art, too. So, if you see an “Art Bus” 

banner, that’ll be our members on wheels. Imagine! 

 
 

“LAGS has been a life-changer, as it afforded me the opportunity to participate in my first major 
themed group show in a beautiful gallery space. Friendships were forged there that have led to 

exciting new collaborations and two forthcoming shows.” – Philip Hodges 

 
Painting outdoors: 
You’re probably familiar with our summer event, Paint Sea on Site (PSOS). Since 2000, it has been 
attracting plein air painters from all over, who turn scenery into artwork in a day – maybe several a day. 

Paint Lunenburg at PSOS is a popular event because 
painters experience the thrill of having keen buyers 
bidding for their work, while sharing a weekend with 
artist friends. Buyers can watch art being created right in 
front of them – even on rainy days – and take home a 
piece that will forever remind them of “that moment,” 
most at a bargain price.  
 
More than seventy artists 
plus their followers come to 
Lunenburg for the weekend  
event (July 20-21, 2019) – 

and they buy food, drink, and lodging, too.  Everybody wins. Making and 
buying art is fun – and brings a significant economic benefit to town 

businesses. Imagine that! 

 



The Pitch:  
Here’s where I ask for your support. But I’m going to say something you won’t find in most letters of this 
sort: don’t make a big donation. 

 First reason: we can’t provide that magical receipt to reduce your income tax – yet. 

We’re working on it, but it will take a few years to get those ducks lined up.  

 Second reason: we’ll need your support next year, too. Steady income is far better for 

us than one big gift.  

 

[Oh, excuse me. That was our Treasurer calling: he says we can handle big gifts too.] 

We know you won’t want to give us your hard-earned money unless you know we’ll spend it carefully. 
May I tell you what we’re doing to be fiscally responsible? Based on recent financial analyses, we were 
facing a shortfall of about $8,000 for 2019, about 20% of our budget, and there’s no such thing as 
running a deficit here, so –  

 We increased member dues by 33% (and we’re inviting members to donate also).  

 We’ll reduce our hours in the “shoulder” months.  

 Our members will volunteer as Gallery Attendants on weekends  

 We’ll seek to increase sales by attracting buyers from new markets.  

The LAGS Board is confident that these and other measures will keep us in the black.  

Your support means we can make plans and commit to them, not only in this year, but looking ahead. 

Did you know we will celebrate 50 years of art in 2022? Imagine what we can accomplish if we have 

funds to start planning now. We think of it as “a present for the future.” 
 

So this is not a “Please help us or we’ll fail” appeal. We’re working hard so I’ll never have to 
write one of those letters. This is a “Please help us continue to succeed” appeal.  

(continued next page) 
 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Clip & mail, or scan and email to:   Treasurer@LunenburgArtSociety.ca 
 

LAGS DONOR FORM side A 
 
MY NAME: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS (FOR RECEIPT): ______________________________________________________ 
 
TOWN: _____________________________________ PROV: _________ Post Code: ______________ 
 
[   ] I PREFER TO REMAIN ANONYMOUS 
[   ] PLEASE ACKNOWLEDGE MY GIFT IN MEMORY OF ________________________________________ 
 
Note: if your donation is received by Feb 11/19, it will be included in both this year’s Annual Report and 
next. If it is not received before the AR goes go to print, it will be acknowledged in the 2019 AR next year.  



Recognition: 
We’re happy to recognize your financial support. We’ll produce a magazine-style Annual Report in time 
for our Annual General Meeting February 24 at 2 pm in the Gallery. It will contain reports, a financial 
statement, highlights of 2018, a preview of 2019 – and a listing of donors whose contributions of $50 or 
more are received by February 11. We’ll distribute it to our members plus locations in Lunenburg Town 
and County, and on our website. We believe in transparency as a community organization; this report 
will shine a light on what we do, and on those who support us. 
 

Just imagine what the Lunenburg Art Gallery Society can do, with your support! 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Jan Hull, President 
Lunenburg Art Gallery Society 
 
PS: Would you like a visit from a Board member, to talk privately about how you might support LAGS, 
especially if you’re considering a major gift or estate planning? Or to talk publically to your group?  
Email me directly: President@lunenburgartsociety.ca or phone me at home at 902-644-3756.  
 
 

BUSINESS OWNERS: 

Let us make your advertising dollar go farther! 
 
Advertise in our Annual Report: ¼ page (similar size as the form below) $200. Deadline IMMEDIATE 
 
Naming rights: show yours is a community-spirited company by giving our Members’ Gallery your 
corporate name for 2019, e.g. The Acme Company Member’s Gallery at the Lunenburg Art Gallery; 
seven months of prominence for only $1999.  
  Act NOW! Additional benefits for your company or employees considered. 

Contact me: Jan Hull, LAGS Enthusiast:  President@LunenburgArtSociety.ca 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Clip & mail, or scan and email to:   Treasurer@LunenburgArtSociety.ca 
 

LAGS DONOR FORM side B 
 
YES, I VALUE THE LUNENBURG ART GALLERY SOCIETY, AND WILL MAKE A GIFT OF $ ________________ 
 
I AM SENDING THE DONATION VIA:   
 [   ] CHEQUE (ENCLOSED): mail to LAGS, PO Box 1418, Lunenburg NS B0J 2C0 
  
 [   ] INTERAC E-TRANSFER directly from my bank account via Payments@LunenburgArtSociety.ca 
  Mail this form and we’ll match it with your Interac transfer,  
  OR scan and email it to: Treasurer@LunenburgArtSociety.ca to save time and postage. 

 

 

We thank you thank you thank you thank you thank you! Thanks! 


